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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

126  London  Road, 

Boston,  Lines. 

Telephone  : 3271. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
1968  which  gives  the  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your 
Public  Health  Department. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  was  22,960, 
20  less  than  in  1967.  The  natural  increase,  namely  the  number 
of  births  minus  the  deaths  was  75. 

There  were  300  births  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year. 
This  was  26  fewer  than  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total  13 
were  illegitimate.  The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  13.1  and  the 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  13.0.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  in  the  Rural 
District  for  the  past  15  years.  The  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  16.9. 

There  were  9 Still  Births  during  the  year.  This  gave  a 
Still  Birth  Rate  of  29.1  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  14. 

During  1968  there  were  4 Infant  Deaths  under  the  age  of 
1 year.  This  was  3 less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  gave 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  District  of  13.3  compared  with 
the  figure  of  18  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Perinatal  Mor- 
tality Rate  which  is  a combination  of  Still  Births  plus  Deaths 
during  the  first  week  of  life  was  32.4  compared  to  the  National 
figure  of  25. 

During  the  year  there  were  225  deaths.  This  was  21  more 
than  during  1967.  This  gave  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  9.8  and 
an  Adjusted  Rate  of  10.4.  The  National  figure  was  11.9.  Heart 
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and  Circulatory  Diseases  accounted  for  128  deaths  which  is 
57%  of  the  total.  Cancer  with  34  deaths  accounted  for  15%  of 
the  total. 

Of  the  Infectious  diseases,  Chicken  Pox  was  the  most  prev- 
alent with  89  cases,  followed  by  Measles  with  37.  There  were 
only  3 cases  of  Dysentery  notified.  1968  was  generally  a quiet 
year  as  far  as  infectious  diseases  was  concerned  and  caused  no 
great  problem  in  the  Department. 

The  number  of  new  council  houses  completed  during  1968 
totalled  26,  50  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  In  the  same 
period  90  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  giving  a grand 
total  of  116  houses. 

The  Inspectors  dealt  with  34  applications  for  improvement 
grants  in  private  houses  and  at  the  same  time  68  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s own  houses  were  also  improved. 

Later  in  the  Report  are  details  of  Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal,  Meat  Inspection  and  Food  Hygiene,  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises,  Factories,  etc. 

1968  was  a year  of  steady  progress  in  the  Department  and 
with  a full  staff  much  was  accomplished.  The  Inspectors  and 
clerical  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  usual  high  stan- 
dard of  efficiency. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
interest  in  all  matters,  and  to  the  Council  for  their  support  dur- 
ing the  year.  I also  wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  assis- 
tance of  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  the  assis- 
tance and  co-operation  given  throughout  the  year. 

G.  HIRD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1969. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid- 

Year  estimate  for  1968)  

Number  of  dwellings  on  rate  book 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 
Number  of  rated  dwellings  per  acre 
Average  number  of  persons  per  square  mile 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1968  


84,398 

22,960 

7,738 

.27 

.092 

173 

£2,020 

£499,706 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  district  have  remained  un 
changed  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

146 

141 

287 

Illegitimate  

5 

8 

13 

Total  Live  Births  

151 

149 

300 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (crude) 

. . 

13.1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (adjusted) 

13.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

4.3% 

Still  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

2 

6 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Total  Still  Births  

2 

7 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  

... 

29.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  

153 

156 

309 

Infant  Deaths. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

1 

3 

4 

4 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  13.3 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  13.9 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  1 — 1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  3.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  1 — 1 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  ^.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 

1 week  3 7 10 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  32.4 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  Nil 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

All  causes Ill  114  225 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  ...  9.8 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted)  ...  10.4 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


In  the  following  comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics  both  the 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  given  together  with  the  rates 
after  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors 
have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  are  intended 
to  afford  a means  of  adjustment  to  allow  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas.  Con- 
sequently, the  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  enable  a more 
accurate  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  corresponding  rates 
in  other  areas. 
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It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be 
attached  to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  (e.g. 
infant  mortality)  and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with 
those  in  other  areas,  or  with  earlier  years  may  have  little  statis- 
tical significance 

POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population 
for  the  mid-year  22,960  shows  a slight  decrease  on  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year  which  was  22,980.  The  number  of  births 
for  the  year  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  75. 

BIRTHS  : 

There  were  300  births  in  the  Rural  District,  26  fewer  than 
in  1967.  The  total  was  made  up  of  151  males  and  149  females. 
The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  13.1  and  the  Adjusted  Rate  was  13.0. 
The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.9.  There  were  13 
illegitimate  births,  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  was  4.3%. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  9 Still  Births  during  1968.  This  was  5 more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  was  29.1  com- 
pared with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  14.0. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during  1968. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  4 Infant  Deaths  during  the  year,  3 less  than  in 
1967.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  13.3  compared  with  18.0 
for  England  and  Wales. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  : 

This  consists  of  the  total  of  Still  Births  and  Deaths  of 
Infants  under  1 week.  During  1968  this  numbered  10  which 
gave  a Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  of  32.4  compared  with  25  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
in  Boston  Rural  District,  1954-1968. 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rates 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rates 

Average  5 Years 

Birth 

Rates 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rates 

1954 

403 

18.9 

212 

9.9 

22.3 

1955 

356 

16.5 

228 

10.6 

25.3 

1956 

329 

15.0 

224 

10.2 

30.4 

16.8 

10.1 

23.2 

1957 

366 

16.6 

252 

11.4 

24.6 

1958 

372 

16.8 

186 

8.4 

13.4 

1959 

297 

13.3 

206 

9.2 

30.3 

1960 

362 

16.1 

208 

9.3 

22.1 

1961 

327 

14.6 

195 

8.7 

12.2 

r 14.9 

9.5 

20.0 

1962 

326 

14.4 

227 

10.0 

21.5 

1963 

366 

16.1 

239 

10.5 

13.7 

1964 

351 

15.4 

220 

9.7 

11.4 

1965 

348 

15.3 

237 

10.4 

14.4 

1966 

330 

14.5 

227 

10.0 

18.2 

14.5 

9.8 

15.8 

1967 

326 

14.2 

204 

8.9 

21.5 

1968 

300 

13.1 

225 

9.8 

13.3 

DEATHS : 

There  were  225  deaths  from  all  causes  during  1968.  This 
was  21  more  than  in  1967.  The  resulting  Crude  Death  Rate 
was  9.8  and  the  Adjusted  Rate  was  10.4. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN 

1968. 

Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

B1 

Cholera  

— 



B2 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

B3 

Bacillary  dysentery  and  amoebiasis 

— 

— 

B4 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

— 

1 

B5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

B6 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

— 



B7 

Plague  

— 



B8 

Diphtheria  

— 

_ 

B9 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

BIO 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet 
fever  

Bll 

Meningococcal  infection  



— 

B12 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 


B13 

Smallpox  

— 



B14 

Measles  

— 

_ 

B15 

Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses  

— 

— 

B16 

Malaria  

— 

— 

B17 

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  

— 

— 

B18 

All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

B19(l) 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach  

4 

2 

B19(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast  

— 

1 

B19(4) 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus  

— 

1 

B19(5) 

Leukaemia  

— 

— 

B19(6) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  including 
neoplasms  of  lymphatic  and  haemato- 
poietic tissue  

9 

13 

B20 

Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of  un- 
specified nature  

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

— 

1 

B22 

Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional 
deficiency  

B46(l) 

Other  endocrine,  nutritional  and  meta- 
bolic diseases  

1 

B23 

Anaemias  

1 

1 

B46(2) 

Other  diseases  of  blood  and  blood-form- 
ing organs  

-- 



B46(3) 

Mental  disorders 

— 

— 

B24 

Meningitis  

— 

— 

B46(4) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  and 
sense  organs  

3 

1 

B25 

Active  rheumatic  fever  

— 

— 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  

2 

2 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease  

— 

1 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

27 

27 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  

6 

18 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

16 

20 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

6 

3 

B31 

Influenza  

— 

1 

B32 

Pneumonia  

7 

8 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis,  emphysema  

8 

2 

B33(2) 

Asthma  

— 

1 

B46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer  

1 

— 

B35 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

— 

B46(7) 

Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

1 

— 

B38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

1 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

8 


Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 


B46(8) 

Other  diseases  of  the  genito- urinary 
system  





B40 

Abortion  

— 

— 

B41 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  puerperium 





B46(9) 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous 
tissue  



_ 

B46(10) 

Diseases  of  the  musculoskeletal  system 
and  connective  tissue  



- - 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies  

1 

1 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  and  other 
anoxic  and  hypoxic  conditions  





B44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

— 

— 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

2 

1 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

6 

2 

BE48 

All  other  accidents  

— 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  ... 

2 

1 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes  

— 

— 

ALL  CAUSES  111  114 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

Facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Lincoln  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of 
water  and  ice  cream. 

The  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene,  London,  continue  to  carry  out  chemical  examin- 
ations of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland 
County  Council  through  the  Ambulance  and  Transport  Depart- 
ment. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

The  provision  and  administration  of  Treatment  Centres 
and  Clinics  is  delegated  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the 
County  Council. 
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The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried 
out  at  Ferry  House  Clinic,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

The  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

HOSPITALS  : 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  Boston 
Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston — General,  Orthopaedic  and 
Traumatic  Surgery  and  Ophthalmic. 

White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft — Infectious  and  Chest 
Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston — Medical  and  Maternity. 

Woodlands  Court,  Kirton — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital — Sick  Children. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47— RE- 
MOVAL TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION  : 

One  case  necessitated  action  under  the  above  Section  dur- 
ing the  year  and  this  was  in  respect  of  an  old  lady  who  was 
reported  by  her  doctor  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  He 
was  also  concerned  that  her  condition  had  continued  to 
deteriorate  until  she  was  eventually  confined  to  bed. 

Investigation  revealed  that  this  lady  was  aged  and  infirm, 
living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions,  was  unable  to  devote  to 
herself  and  was  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care 
and  attention.  She  declined  repeated  offers  to  go  voluntarily 
into  an  Old  Persons  Home  and,  in  her  own  interests,  it  was 
therefore  considered  necessary  to  arrange  for  her  immediate 
removal. 

An  order  was  made  on  the  10th  December  for  her  removal 
to  Pinchbeck  Road  Hospital,  Spalding,  for  a period  of  three 
weeks.  She  was  in  no  fit  state  to  return  to  her  own  home  at  the 
end  of  this  period  and  she  appeared  quite  resigned  to  remaining 
in  hospital  and  because  of  this  the  order  was  not  renewed. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  and  confirmed  during  the  year  and  the  num- 
bers admitted  to  hospital. 


10 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year,  1968. 


Disease. 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Chicken  Pox 

89 

89 

2 

Dysentery  

3 

3 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Jaundice  

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  

37 

37 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

12 

12 

1 

Scabies  

22 

22 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  

10 

10 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

15 

15 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox  was  the  most  prevalent  of  all  the  infectious 
diseases  with  89  cases,  followed  by  Measles  with  37  cases.  There 
were  only  3 notified  cases  of  Dysentery.  There  were  22  cases 
of  Scabies  which  was  3 less  than  in  1967.  There  were  no  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  for  the  eleventh  successive  year.  The  Inspec- 
tors made  only  28  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases 
which  is  very  much  less  than  normal. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  of  1968  were  introduced.  Pneumonia,  Membranous 
Croup,  Erysipelas,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Acute  Rheumatism  were 
some  of  the  diseases  removed  from  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases, 
whilst  Leptospirosis,  Tetanus  and  Yellow  Fever  were  added. 


Infective  Diseases  Notified  1959-1968. 


Disease 

1968 

1967 

196S 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

Chicken  Pox 

89 

326 

170 

133 

170 

124 

460 

96 

133 

206 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

3 

63 

30 

— 

4 

243 

16 

5 

14 

79 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

14 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

3 

5 

7 

Infective  Jaundice 
Malaria 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(contracted  abroad) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Measles 

Meningococcal 

37 

409 

52 

641 

108 

347 

172 

564 

15 

395 

infection 

Ophthalmia 

2 

— 

— 

Neonatorum 

1 

Paratyphoid  fever 
Pneumonia 

12 

1 1 

15 

9 

10 

21 

7 

11 

6 

9 

Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

- .. 

Scabies 

22 

25 

5 

— 

5 

- - 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

2 

19 

18 

12 

1 

7 

48 

59 

14 

Smallpox 

Typhoid  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

. • 

15 

19 

12 

29 

85 

7 

3 

63 

15 

4 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
Table  I. 


Males 

Females 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginning 
of  year  

42 

8 

43 

8 

101 

(b)  Number  of  cases  noti- 
fied for  first  time  in 
year  



_ 

(c)  Number  of  cases  re- 
stored to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  other  than 
by  formal  notification 

1 

1 

2 

(e)  Number  of  cases  re- 
moved from  Register 
during  the  year  

3 

3 

(f)  Number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  Register  on 
31st  December,  1968  ... 

43 

8 

41 

8 

100 

SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGISTER  1959—1968. 

Table  II. 


Year 

Cases  on  Register 

Notifications 

each  year 

Deaths 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

1959 

96 

15 

111 

14 

_ 

14 

2 

— 

2 

1960 

102 

15 

117 

10 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

102 

14 

116 

5 

— 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1962 

97 

15 

112 

6 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

93 

16 

109 

9 

2 

11 

— 

1 

1 

1964 

89 

16 

105 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1965 

91 

15 

106 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1966 

92 

15 

107 

6 

1 

7 

4 

— 

4 

1967 

85 

16 

101 

3 

1 

4 

6 

— 

6 

1968 

84 

16 

100 

2 

2 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincoln- 
shire Area. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and 
deaths  occurring  during  the  year. 


Age 

Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

. 





— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  treatment 
are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council,  the  cost  of  such 
treatments  in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children 
being  charged  to  the  District  Council.  Should  medical  prac- 
titioners request  treatment  for  patients,  details  of  notifications 
are  immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council  thus  ensuring 
that  infected  persons  receive  early  treatment. 

During  the  year  22  cases  of  Scabies  were  notified  in  the 
District  and  in  each  case  treatment  was  provided  by  the  family 
doctor. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  : 

All  immunisation  and  vaccination  work  within  the  District 
is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Holland  County  Council. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the 
County  Health  Department. 

IMMUNISATION  : 

Diphtheria  : 


Under  1 year  

123 

1 and  under  5 years  

134 

5-14  years  

15 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  ... 

13 


Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  : 


Under  5 years  257 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
in  relation  to  the  child  population  is  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 year  42.1% 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  MEASLES  : 

Under  1 year  43 

1 and  under  5 years  372 

5-15  years 211 


626 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX  : 


Primary  Vaccinations  : 

Under  1 year  35 

1 year  72 

2-4  years  67 

5-14  years 8 

15  years  and  over  29 


211 


Re -vaccinations  : 

1 year Nil 

2-4  years  Nil 

5-14  years  3 

15  years  and  over  23 

26 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  : 

Number  of  persons  who  completed  a course 

during  the  year 351 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Eagles,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  for  the  following  report 
on  the  Rural  Water  Supply. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  re-pumping 
station  at  Sutterton  from  the  sources  at  Bourne  and  West 
Pinchbeck  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968  was 
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529,063,000  gallons  which  is  an  increase  of  approximately  5% 
over  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total,  236,017,000  gallons  was 
supplied  to  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  through  the  bulk 
supply  meters  near  Boston. 

The  net  quantities  supplied  to  Boston  Rural  District  Coun- 
cil and  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  1967  and  1968  were 
as  follows  : — 

Boston  Rural  District  East  Lines.  Water  Board 

1967  294,585,000  gallons  209,212,000  gallons 

1968  293,046,000  gallons  236,017,000  gallons 

These  figures  show  a very  slight  reduction  in  the  demand 
in  the  rural  district  over  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of 
approximately  12.8%  in  the  quantity  supplied  to  East  Lincoln- 
shire Water  Board. 

Regular  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  has  con- 
tinued in  the  area  throughout  the  year  and  the  results  have 
confirmed  the  maintenance  of  a high  quality  water  supply  to 
the  area. 


During  the  year,  the  following  new  mains  have  been  laid 
in  the  various  parishes  within  the  rural  district : — 


Parish 

2" 

3" 

6" 

8" 

Total 

Yards 

Kirton  

— 

— 

10 

250 

260 

Wyberton  

— 

— 

— 

280 

280 

Wigtoft  

— 

— 

2817 

— 

2817 

Sutterton  

152 

— 

733 

— 

885 

Benington  

— 

70 

— 

— 

70 

Swineshead  

— 

295 

5553 

— 

5848 

Old  Leake  

— 

52 

— 

— 

52 

152 

417 

9113 

530 

10212 
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A further  90  yards  of  4"  and  515  yards  of  6"  main  were  re- 
laid  in  the  area  to  accommodate  highway  improvement  works 
and  to  replace  severely  externally  corroded  pipeworks. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  respective 
parishes  of  properties  supplied  : — 


Parish 

1967 

1968 

Variation 

Algarkirk  

180 

179 

-1 

Amber  Hill 

143 

144 

-t-1 

Bicker  

269 

269 

0 

Benington  

187 

187 

0 

Brothertoft  

137 

136 

-1 

Butterwick 

198 

198 

0 

Fishtoft  

479 

489 

+ 10 

Frampton  

468 

472 

+ 4 

Freiston  

411 

427 

+ 16 

Fosdyke  

175 

175 

0 

Harts  Grounds 
Pelhams  Land 

30 

30 

0 

Kirton  

..  1,133 

1,173 

+ 40 

Leverton  

245 

242 

-3 

Old  Leake  

534 

527 

-7 

Sutterton  

411 

413 

+ 2 

Swineshead 

665 

666 

+ 1 

Wigtoft  

180 

180 

0 

Wrangle  

486 

493 

+ 7 

Wyberton  

...  1,075 

1,122 

+ 47 

Outside  Area 

14 

15 

+ 1 

7,420 

7,537 

+ 117 

Water  Analysis. 

78  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  at  various 
points  in  the  District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  and  2 samples  were  submitted 
to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  for  chemi- 
cal analysis.  The  results  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance. 

Action  continued  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  No  clearance 
areas  were  represented  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  current  position  relative  to 
action  taken  : — 

Unfit  dwellings  demolished  since  1st  January,  1956  ...  304 
Dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  but  not  yet 

demolished  19 

Dwellings  subject  to  Closing  Orders  23 

Dwellings  subject  to  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for 

human  habitation  52 

Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  1968. 

Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  34  formal  applications  for  improvement 
were  received,  29  in  respect  of  standard  grants,  and  5 in  respect 
of  discretionary  grants.  All  of  these  were  approved,  but  sub- 
sequently one  applicant  withdrew.  The  amount  approved  for 
payment  in  respect  of  standard  grants  during  1968  was  £5,412, 
an  average  of  £186  12s.  5d.  per  house  improved.  The  amount 
approved  for  payment  in  respect  of  discretionary  grants  was 
£1,438  12s.  6d.,  an  average  of  £359  13s.  l^d.  per  house  improved. 

In  the  case  of  standard  grants  the  amenities  provided 
were  : — 


Fixed  Bath  

27 

Shower  

— 

Wash  Hand  Basin 

'''  r.'  28 

Hot  Water  Supply 

27 

Water  Closet  (Internal) 

25 

Food  Store  

12 

The  total  applications  for  grants  mentioned  above  was 
slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  improvement 
grant  schemes  continue  to  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in  pre- 
venting the  older  stock  of  houses  deteriorating  to  the  point 
where  they  become  totally  unfit  and  must  be  condemned. 
Every  house  repaired  and  improved  in  this  way  adds  to  the 
stock  of  fit  houses  with  modern  amenities  and  helps  to  cut  down 
the  need  for  building  new  dwellings  at  a greater  cost. 

The  Council  also  continued  to  improve  their  own  houses 
under  the  Act  and  during  the  year  68  houses  were  improved. 
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The  amenities  provided  were  : bathrooms,  wash  hand  basins, 
hot  water  supplies,  internal  water  closets.  Connection  of 
drainage  to  the  public  sewer  was  made  in  some  instances  and 
in  others  drainage  to  new  septic  tanks  provided. 

A total  of  102  houses  were  improved  under  the  Act. 


Summary  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  1968. 

Council  Houses.  Bede  Crescent,  Benington  2 

Halltoft  End,  Freiston 16 

Sandygate  Crescent,  Old  Leake  . . 2 

Maiden’s  Row,  Sutterton  6 

26 

Private  enterprise  houses 90 


116 


Remedy  of  Housing  Defects. 

Informal  Notices  6 

Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  Nil 

Statutory  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 

Section  9 Nil 

Action  under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Demolition  Orders  made 11 

Closing  Orders  made  4 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  ...  5 

Dwellings  demolished  37 

Undertakings  cancelled  following  repairs  3 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  District  is 
72,  but  only  42  of  them  are  at  present  occupied.  The  majority 
of  the  sites  are  in  respect  of  single  caravans  only. 

The  holiday  caravan  site  for  42  caravans  at  Frampton  Fen 
is  at  present  the  largest  site  in  the  District.  During  the  year 
this  site  has  been  fully  used,  and  has  again  been  operated  in  a 
clean  and  efficient  manner. 

All  sites  are  visited  during  the  course  of  the  year  at  least 
once.  The  single  caravan  sites  have  given  little  trouble,  and 
are  in  the  main  kept  in  good  order  in  compliance  with  the  site 
licence  conditions.  The  most  trouble  is  experienced  with  the 
larger  sites,  and  in  this  respect  the  permanent  caravan  site  at 
Wyberton  for  20  vans  has  once  again  required  frequent  visits 
and  surveillance  to  ensure  that  standards  were  maintained. 
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DRAINAGE. 

The  policy  of  providing  main  drainage  in  the  Council’s  area 
has  continued. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  1968  was  as  follows  ; — 


Parish 

Number 

Connected 

Number  not 
connected 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

846 

30 

Wyberton  

897 

2 

Fishtoft  

1040 

15 

Leverton  

98 

4 

Freiston  

161 

11 

Old  Leake  

no 

7 

Butterwick  

150 

29 

Swineshead  

318 

68 

I commented  in  my  last  report  that  the  owners  of  property 
in  Swineshead  had  been  much  slower  in  connecting  to  the 
sewer  than  had  been  the  case  in  other  parishes  previously 
sewered.  Though  further  properties  were  connected  during 
the  year  approximately  18%  of  those  that  could  connect  have 
not  yet  done  so.  This,  of  course,  means  that  the  sewers  and 
the  works  are  not  being  fully  utilised  to  design  capacity. 

The  sewering  of  parts  of  Wyberton  is  still  held  up  pending 
the  planning  and  approval  of  alternative  disposal  arrangements 
required  by  the  Ministry.  Complaints  of  drainage  difficulties 
and  public  health  nuisance  have  continued  to  be  received  from 
residents  in  the  area  in  the  meantime  ; and  it  is  hoped  that 
work  on  this  extension  will  commence  during  1969  ; in  order 
that  these  nuisances  can  be  finally  abated. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report  the  proposed  sewering  of 
the  village  areas  of  Sutterton  and  Wigtoft  was  held  up  because 
of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  obtaining  land  for  siting  of  the 
disposal  works  coupled  with  the  Government’s  request  for  a 
temporary  period  of  restraint  on  capital  expenditure.  At  the 
end  of  1968  the  position  remains  unaltered.  Nonetheless,  a 
need  for  sewering  these  areas  can  proceed  on  public  health 
grounds,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  the  difficulties  will  be  resolved 
and  the  scheme  approved  for  commencement  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

This  service  continues  to  give  a regular  weekly  collection 
to  the  whole  of  the  District  apart  from  a very  small  number  of 
isolated  houses  which  are  visited  once  per  fortnight. 

During  1968  two  of  the  18/25  cubic  yard  fore  and  aft  tip- 
ping vehicles  were  replaced  by  50  cubic  yard  Pakamatic 
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vehicles.  The  fleet  now  comprises  two  50  cubic  yard  Pakamatic 
vehicles,  and  four  18/25  cubic  yard  vehicles  fitted  with  power 
presses.  Only  five  of  these  vehicles  are  used  on  regular  collec- 
tion rounds,  the  sixth  being  held  in  reserve  for  use  on  the 
breakdown  of  the  regular  service  vehicles,  and  for  special  col- 
lections. In  addition  a 10  year  old  side  loading  vehicle  was 
converted  during  the  year  for  use  in  connection  with  work  un- 
der the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967,  soil  carting  and  other  general 
duties. 

The  new  larger  capacity  vehicles  purchased  above  will  en- 
able the  greater  volumes  of  refuse  which  I mentioned  in  my 
previous  reports  to  be  coped  with  satisfactorily,  especially  as 
the  compaction  unit  incorporated  in  this  type  of  vehicle  is  much 
more  efficient  than  anything  we  have  had  before.  Already  the 
use  of  these  vehicles  has  enabled  the  rounds  concerned  to 
operate  more  efficiently,  and  cut  down  on  journeys  to  the  tip. 

The  replacement  of  two  vehicles  in  one  year  is  unusual  but 
has  been  brought  to  a head  by  the  requirement  of  The  Motor 
Vehicles  (Construction  and  Use)  Regulations,  1966.  To  meet 
the  full  requirements  of  these  Regulations  by  the  1st  January, 
1972  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  vehicle  replacement  pro- 
gramme to  be  reviewed  completely  during  the  current  year. 
As  a result  of  this,  further  vehicles  will  need  to  be  replaced 
in  the  coming  and  subsequent  years.  Fortunately,  the  majority 
of  the  vehicles  concerned  were  and  will  be  nearing  the  end 
of  their  useful  economic  life.  These  remarks  apply,  of  course, 
not  only  to  refuse  vehicles  but  to  the  cesspool  and  pail  empty- 
ing vehicles  operated  by  the  Department. 

Few  complaints  have  been  received  relative  to  the  collec- 
tion service  and  I must  once  again  place  on  record  my  appreci- 
ation to  all  the  employees  engaged  on  the  arduous  task  which 
they  continue  to  carry  out  in  an  efficient  and  pleasant  manner. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  at  Slippery  Gowt  Tip  has  continued 
satisfactorily.  During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  exca- 
vating soil  from  the  next  area  of  land  required  for  tipping. 
Though  soil  stripping  had  previously  been  done  by  specialist 
earth  moving  equipment  it  was  decided  in  this  instance  to 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  work  using  the  Department’s  IJ  cubic 
yard  hydraulic  loading  shovel.  Progress  proved  relatively 
slow,  and  then  was  completely  interrupted  by  bad  weather 
conditions.  Heavy  rains  persisted  throughout  the  remaining 
part  of  the  year,  and  the  new  tipping  area  could  not  be  com- 
pleted. There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  specialist  equipment 
will  need  to  be  employed  to  prepare  the  tip  for  use  in  1969. 
Further,  that  all  major  soil  stripping  should  always  be  carried 
out  by  the  more  powerful  soil  stripping  machinery  which  can 
be  hired,  and  which  can  complete  the  task  very  quickly. 
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The  experiment  of  lagooning  wet  sewage  sludge  on  the 
completed  areas  of  the  tip  continued  during  1968.  There  was 
an  insufficient  area  available  to  spread  the  load  over  a wide 
area  of  finished  tipping,  and  this,  coupled  with  continuous  wet 
weather  resulted  in  seepage  of  effluent  through  the  tip  on  to 
the  surfaces  which  were  still  in  use  at  a lower  level,  making  the 
tip  soft  and  impassable  for  lorries.  Some  ponding  of  foul  water 
with  nuisance  also  occurred,  but  fortunately  polluted  water 
was  prevented  from  reaching  an  adjacent  dyke.  Because  of 
these  factors  it  has  been  necessary  to  stop  primary  sludge  being 
brought  to  the  tip.  Quantities  of  dried  sludge  have  still  been 
accepted  and  are  proving  useful  for  initial  covering  material. 

The  following  table  gives  detailed  information  in  respect 
of  the  numbers  and  types  of  vehicles  used  and  work  done,  the 
second  table  shows  costs  of  the  service  : — 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Round  No. 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Vehicle  No. 

VDO  646 

LDO  213G 

LDO  229G 

RDO  838 

LDO  55 

Purchased 

1962 

1968 

1968 

1960 

1957 

Capacity — cu. 
yds. 

25 

50 

50 

25 

25 

Engine  Type 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Diesel 

Average  miles 
per  gall. 

00 

H 

5i 

CO 

10 

Average  miles 
per  week 

220 

118 

102 

185 

195 

No.  of  men  in 
team 

2 

4 

5 

3 

2 

Refuse  bins  on 
round 

1331 

2045 

2851 

1397 

944 

Average  bins  per 
man  per  day 

133 

102 

114 

93 

118 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Estimated  cost  of 
Refuse  Collection 
Service 

£29,783 

£25,919 

£24,296 

£21,983 

Cost  of  emptying  per 
bin 

69/6d. 

61/ld. 

60/0d. 

55/3d. 

Cost  per  bin  per 
collection 

l/4d. 

l/2i 

l/2d. 

1/ld. 

A-verage  period 
between  emptyings 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 

7 days 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 


The  service  is  carried  out  by  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry 
1100  gallon  cesspool  emptying  vehicles.  A third  vehicle  was 
available  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  held  in  reserve  in 
case  of  breakdown  of  either  a pail  or  cesspool  emptying  vehicle. 
Because  of  the  circumstances  described  under  Sanitary  Pail 
Emptying  in  this  report  it  was  decided  to  dispense  with  this 
vehicle.  The  result  of  this,  of  course,  is  that  the  cesspool  emp- 
tying service  must  suffer  delays  whenever  there  is  a vehicle 
breakdown,  and  the  position  is  not  ideal  for  efficient  working. 
This  is  even  more  true  in  the  Winter  and  Spring  months  when 
demands  for  the  service  are  at  their  heaviest  and  have  been 
met  on  occasions  by  utilising  all  three  vehicles. 

During  the  year  the  period  between  “ Free  ” emptyings  was 
reduced  from  12  months  to  9 months.  This  is  in  keeping  with 
the  Council’s  policy  of  giving  the  best  possible  service  to  those 
residents  who  still  have  to  rely  on  septic  tank  drainage.  The 
reduced  period  has  no  doubt  gone  some  way  to  relieve  a con- 
siderable number  of  people  with  difficult  soakaway  problems, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  period  between  emptyings  can  be  re- 
duced further  as  the  larger  villages  become  sewered-  With  the 
delay  in  sewage  schemes  due  to  the  economic  position  of  the 
country,  however,  there  is  no  prospect  of  further  reductions 
for  some  years  to  come. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

RJL  542 

BJL  573  C 

Purchased  

1961 

1965 

Capacity  

1100  galls. 

1100  galls. 

Engine  Type  

Diesel 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per 
gallon  

12 

12 

Number  of  men  in 
team  

2 

2 
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1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Premises  given  free 
service  

1643 

1624 

1696 

1757 

Chargeable  emptyings 

408 

445 

534 

598 

Vaults  emptied — 
chargeable  

20 

33 

36 

34 

1000  gallon  loads  re- 
moved from  cess- 
pools, vaults,  etc.  ... 

1807 

1713 

2067 

2022 

Vehicle  loads  removed 
from  Housing  Estate 
Sewage  Plants 

377 

249 

327 

323 

Estimated  total  expenditure  of  the  Cesspool  Emptying 
Service  in  1968 — £5,955. 

Estimated  income  from  chargeable  work — £1,244. 

Estimated  net  cost  of  the  Service — £4,711. 

SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING. 

The  number  of  pail  closets  remaining  in  the  District  re- 
duced from  630  to  475  during  the  course  of  the  year.  This 
reduction  has  been  brought  about  by  the  improvement  of  both 
Council  and  private  houses  Further  reductions  in  this  number 
are  anticipated  in  the  coming  year  as  these  improvements  con- 
tinue ; and  every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  private  owners  to 
abolish  this  insanitary  form  of  toilet  accommodation. 

The  service  is  now  carried  out  by  one  1100  gallon  vehicle 
working  a four  day  week,  and  giving  a weekly  collection.  The 
crew  are  utilised  on  the  fifth  day  on  other  duties,  and  the  ser- 
vice is  kept  under  constant  review  to  obtain  the  best  possible 
advantage  from  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  pails.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  mileage  travelled  to  collect  the  remaining  pail 
closets  does  not  reduce  proportionately  to  the  number  of  pails 
reduced.  Although  they  are  smaller  in  number  they  are  still 
scattered  throughout  the  whole  of  the  District  and  the  distance 
to  be  travelled  is  reflected  in  the  number  that  can  be  collected 
on  any  one  day. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a spare  vehicle  was  available 
for  this  service,  and  shared  with  the  cesspool  emptying  service 
in  the  event  of  breakdowns.  This  vehicle  was  fifteen  years  old 
and  due  for  replacement.  Because  of  other  vehicle  commit- 
ments brought  about  by  The  Motor  Vehicles  (Construction  and 
Use)  Regulations  1966,  and  the  reducing  number  of  pails,  it  was 
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decided  not  to  replace  this  vehicle,  and  it  was  subsequently 
sold.  A cesspool  vehicle  is  now  withdrawn  from  that  service 
when  the  pail  lorry  breaks  down  to  the  detriment  of  the  service. 
This  position  will  require  careful  watching  in  the  future  and 
especially  as  the  amount  of  overtime  working  by  vehicle 
drivers  is  limited,  and  may  be  further  restricted  under  the  pro- 
posed new  Transport  Act. 

PAIL  EMPTYING  SERVICE  STATISTICS. 


Vehicle  No 

OJL  988 

Purchased  

1960 

Capacity  

1100  galls. 

Engine  Type 

Diesel 

Average  miles  per  gall 

12 

Average  miles  per  round  .... 

220 

No.  of  men  in  team  

2 

No.  of  pails  on  round 

475 

Average  pails  per  man 
per  day  

59 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Estimated  cost  of  Pail 
Emptying  Service  

£3,220 

£4,148 

£3,734 

£4,650 

Cost  of  emptying  per  pail  .... 

131/4d. 

123/lOd. 

110/8d. 

116/- 

Cost  per  pail  per  collection 

2/7d. 

2/4d. 

l/9d. 

l/9d. 

SALVAGE. 

The  tonnage  of  waste  paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  collected  dur- 
ing the  year  again  shows  a substantial  increase,  and  proves  the 
value  of  the  bonus  payment  made  to  the  employees  annually. 
As  a result  of  the  increased  tonnage  coupled  with  increased 
prices  from  Thames  Board  Mills  there  was  also  a substantial 
increase  in  the  income  from  the  sale  of  salvage. 

There  is  a national  shortage  of  waste  paper  at  the  Board 
Mills,  and  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  they  are  taking 
active  steps  to  encourage  more  local  authorities  to  adopt  sal- 
vage schemes.  This  encouragement  is  reflected  in  the  increases 
in  prices  coupled  with  guaranteed  minimum  prices  to  be  paid 
during  a twelve  month  period.  Every  effort  is  made  to  take 
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advantage  of  this  improved  market,  bearing  in  mind  that  our 
prime  object  is  refuse  collection,  and  that  special  salvage  col- 
lections would  not  be  economic  or  produce  a great  deal  more 
salvage  in  a scattered  rural  area  such  as  ours. 

Details  of  materials  sold  during  1968  are  as  follows  : — 


Cardboard 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

Newspaper 

Textiles  

Metals  


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 
56  5 0 579  2 0 

150  4 2 1234  5 6 

47  3 1 434  11  3 

4 1 0 76  0 9 

1 17  2 15  11  4 


259  11  1 2339  10  10 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


Regular  inspections  of  premises  governed  by  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


No.  of 
premises 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  16 

No.  to  which  No.  Corn- 
Regulation  19  plying  with 
applies  Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Bakery  Transfer  Depots 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  Shops  

10 

10 

10 

10 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

56 

56 

41 

41 

Premises  selling  wrapped 
sweets  and  ice  cream  only 

12 

10 





Cafes  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Factory  Canteens  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  Shops 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Butchery  Factories  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Clubs  

9 

9 

9 

9 

Public  Houses  

41 

33 

41 

38 

Hotels  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Slaughterhouses  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butter  Factories  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Depot  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Game  Store  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Dairy  Depot  

1 

1 

— 

— 

25 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District 
where  animals  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 
Slaughtering  takes  place  on  every  weekday.  The  quantity 
killed  on  some  of  the  days  is  very  small,  the  main  slaughtering 
days  are  Monday  and  Wednesday. 

Regular  inspections  of  all  slaughterhouse  premises  are 
made  and  at  least  twice  a year  a veterinary  officer  also  inspects. 
Apart  from  minor  items,  the  general  standards  required  under 
the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958  have  been 
maintained. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

This  service  involves  the  inspection  of  meat  at  six  private 
Slaughterhouses  scattered  throughout  the  District,  and  one 
hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  has 
been  maintained.  Work  outside  normal  working  hours  has 
been  largely  curtailed  by  better  organisation  and  co-operation 
of  the  butchers. 

The  Council  continued  their  policy  of  not  imposing  charges 
for  meat  inspection. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
increased  by  1207,  and  this  is  the  second  year  that  an  increase 
has  been  noted.  The  increased  slaughtering  was  mainly  pigs, 
with  an  increase  also  in  sheep  slaughtered.  The  total  number 
of  cattle  slaughtered  fell  by  235.  This  is  not  a terribly  signifi- 
cant drop,  but  perhaps  reflects  the  growing  tendency  for  the 
housewife  to  avoid  buying  expensive  joints,  and  go  for  the 
quicker  and  easier  small  cuts,  and  made  up  foods. 

The  quality  of  all  animals  slaughtered  continues  to  remain 
high.  There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  pattern  of 
diseased  conditions  found  during  the  year. 


Meat  inspection  figures  for  1968  are  as  follows  : — 


26 


Cattle  1 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (as 
notified)  

991 

5 

4999 

7251 

Number  inspected  .... 

991 

5 

4999 

7251 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

2 

11 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

160 

84 

1082 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

16.05% 

1.72% 

15.07% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

105 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

0.3% 

— 

— 

1.42% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig- 
eration   

3 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned — 4 tons  3 cwts.  0 st.  10^  lbs. 


INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  suitably  disposed  of  : — 

1 X 6 Ib.  Can  Ox  Tongue 
1 X 6 Ib.  Can  Corned  Beef 

3 X 8 oz.  Packets  Shredded  Beef  Suet. 

4 X 1 Ib.  Packets  Semolina 
3 X 1 Ib.  Packets  Macaroni 
103  lbs.  Bacon 

54|  lbs.  Fresh  Pork 
5^  lbs.  Fresh  Beef 
202  lbs.  Cheddar  Cheese 
48  lbs.  Peaches 
420  lbs.  Cherries 
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72  lbs.  Grapes 
66  lbs.  Pears 
437  lbs.  Potatoes 
5 crates  Cauliflowers. 

ICE  CREAM. 

84  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln  for  examination.  They  were  placed  in 
the  provisional  grades  as  shown  below. 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 
63  9 7 5 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT. 

Re-inspections  in  respect  of  premises  registered  earlier 
and  registrations  received  during  1968  were  carried  out,  de- 
tails are  as  follows  : — 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
regisered  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  regis- 
tered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during  the 
year 

Offices 

4 

44 

4 

Retail  Shops  

2 

44 

2 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 

houses  

— 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

canteens  

— 

5 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 

Workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

131 

Retail  Shops 

140 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

14 

public  

8 

Canteens  

7 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

— 

TOTAL  ... 

300 

Total  Males  .. 

184 

Total  Females 

116 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises — 32. 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 


Routine  inspections  in  respect  of  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  were  carried  out  involving  114  visits  to  premises. 

The  Council’s  Petroleum  Officers  attended  meetings  of  the 
West  Midland  Petroleum  Administration  Group,  and  received 
valuable  information  from  the  quarterly  bulletins  issued  by 
them,  particularly  regarding  possible  changes  in  storage  con- 
ditions. 

Number  of  licensed  premises  for  storage  : 

Petroleum  Spirit 214 

Petroleum  Mixtures  8 

Carbide  of  Calcium  2 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  a Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  District  where  animal 
wastes  are  processed.  In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  these 
premises  were  being  modernised  and  re-equipped,  and  this 
modernisation  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  new 
plant  put  into  use. 

The  handling  of  the  waste  products  and  the  general 
hygiene  standard  of  the  premises  is  now  much  improved.  It 
was  also  hoped  that  nuisances  from  odours  would  be  greatly 
reduced  if  not  eliminated  altogether.  Unfortunately,  this  has 
not  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  frequent  visits  have  continued 
to  be  necessary  to  check  on  the  plant  and  its  operation.  The 
firm  concerned  are  at  present  experimenting  with  a chemical 
deordorant  in  an  effort  to  overcome  their  difficulties.  This  may 
prove  to  be  the  answer  to  the  problem,  but  it  would  appear 
that  with  the  close  proximity  of  houses  and  new  building  get- 
ting nearer  and  nearer  the  very  nature  of  the  business  is  bound 
to  give  rise  to  nuisance  from  time  to  time. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  duties  of  rodent  control  are  carried  out  by  the  Clean- 
sing Services  Foreman.  Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice  at  business  premises  is  chargeable.  Treatment  at 
private  dwellings  is  undertaken  without  charge. 

INSECT  PEST  CONTROL. 

The  Council  controlled  refuse  tip  was  treated  regularly 
with  insecticides  to  discourage  fly  breeding.  Wasps  nests  and 
ant  infestations  were  destroyed  without  charge  when  they  con- 
stituted a nuisance  to  householders. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1968  for  the  Rural  District  of  Boston  in  the  County 

of  Holland  (Lines.). 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

9 

1 

nil 

nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

76 

25 

2 

nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

85 

26 

2 

nil 
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2 —Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
nspector 
(5) 

prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7)  

(a)  Insufficient 

nil 

1 

nil 

nil 

nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

1 

2 

nil 

1 

nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork)  

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

1 

3 

nil 

1 

nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111.) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  1 1 0 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

NIL  OUTWORKERS. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED  OUT 
BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS,  ADDITIONAL  TO 
THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Housing  Acts 424 

Caravan  Sites 109 

Stables  and  Piggeries  71 

Nuisances  177 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  28 

Drainage  162 

Dyke  Pollution  and  Overflowing  Cesspools  ...  53 

Insect  Pests  84 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  289 

Public  Cleansing  Services  21 

Slaughterhouses  24 

Food  Premises  200 

Ice-Cream  Sampling  ...  89 

Meat  Inspection  1159 

Miscellaneous  36 

Civic  Amenities  Act  63 

Licensed  Premises 112 
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